Open-enrolment Short Courses in the History of Art at Birkbeck 2019
More details on all these courses can be found on the Birkbeck website. If you have any question, please email the
Programme Director, Dr Charlotte Ashby, c.ashby@bbk.ac.uk
These courses are part of the Certificate of Higher Education, but can be taken independently, for private interest.
Link to the Cert HE in History of Art at Birkbeck

Spring Term

14-Jan to 29-Mar 2019

Re-Examining the Art of the Italian Nude
Taught by Kasia Murawska-Muthesius on Tuesdays
18:00-20:00, from 15-Jan to 26-Mar for 11 weeks.
£650
The nude, an ancient art form aligned with the
notion of ideal beauty, was reinvented by the artists
of the Italian Renaissance and Baroque. This module
revisits the iconic nudes of the era, looking at their
patron’s motivations, their display and circulation.
We will examine these images not only as
expressions of power and eroticism, but also as
examples of how sexual violence was normalised.
Among the artists discussed are Raphael,
Michelangelo, Titian, Annibale and Agostino
Carracci, Caravaggio, Bernini, and Artemisia
Gentileschi.
Lorenzo Lotto, Venus and Cupid (1520s) © Metropolitan

The trip will include a visit to the National Gallery.

Museum of Art

Titian, Venus of Urbino (1538) © Uffizi Gallery

Federico Barocci, Sketch for the Madonna del
Gatto (1575) © Kupferstichkabinett, Berlin.
Study this course to learn more about the ways in which the
Renaissance Nude, both male and female, was used
to idealise love as well as to aestheticise sexual violence.

Gianlorenzo Bernini, The Rape of Proserpina
(1621-22) © Galleria Borghese

Full Module Outline for The Art of the Italian Nude
ENROLMENT LINK: Re-Examining the Art of the Italian Nude at Birkbeck
At the very bottom of the page linked above you will see an Enrol Now button.

Colours of Venice
Taught by Christopher Moock on Wednesdays 18:00-20:00,
from 16-Jan to 27-Mar for 11 weeks. £650
This module explores the paintings of Venice in the sixteenth
century. We will look closely at the work of a series of major
artists working in the city: Giorgione, Titian, Tintoretto and
Veronese. Their work represents a great flowering in the
development of oil painting in this period.
The development of new styles and techniques of painting will
be considered. Art works will be related to their political,
religious, philosophical and social contexts within the city.
Themes covered include state and private patronage, the impact
of the Counter Reformation on religious art and the development
of secular painting including portraits, landscapes and
mythologies.
The module will include a visit to the National Gallery.

Titian: Three Ages of Man, 1513-15, oil on canvas, detail,
National Gallery of Scotland, Edinburgh. Photo © C. Moock
2015

Titian, Diana and Actaeon (1556–1559) © National Gallery of Scotland
Study this course to learn more about why colour came to dominate the art of Titian and his contemporaries.

Full Module Outline for Colours of Venice
ENROLMENT LINK: Colours of Venice at Birkbeck
At the very bottom of the page linked above you will see an Enrol Now button.

Summer Term 29-Apr to 12-Jul 2019
Rome: City of Art
Taught by Christopher Moock on Thursdays 11:00-13:00, from 2-May to 11-Jul
for 11 weeks. £650
This module is concerned with High Baroque art in Rome, considering the
production and reception of painting, sculpture and architecture. The focus will
be on the dominant artist of the period, Gian Lorenzo Bernini, a genius who
transformed the city on behalf of a series of popes. In addition, other artists
including Guido Reni, Pietro da Cortona, Nicolas Poussin and Francesco
Borromini will be seen as offering competing and sometimes conflicting artistic
visions. This will be explored in both their large-scale public projects (including
churches, chapel decorations and altarpieces) and smaller commissions such as
oil paintings to be displayed in private galleries for the delectation of
connoisseurs. The impact of the papal patronage of the Borghese, Barberini and
Pamphilj families will also be considered.
Gian Lorenzo Bernini, Bacchanal: A
Faun Teased by Children, marble,
1616-17.
© Metropolitan Museum of Art

Full Module Outline for Rome City of Art

ENROLMENT LINK: Rome: City of Art at Birkbeck
At the very bottom of the page linked above you will see an Enrol Now button.

Shock of the New
Taught by Nick Lambrianou on Tuesdays 18:00-20:00, from 30-Apr to 9-Jul for 11 weeks. £650
How and why has the avant-garde continually sought to transform the way in which we understand and define art?
This module focuses each week on specific artists and movements affiliated with modernism and the avant-garde.
Looking at individual practices, we also discuss the reception, debates and theories of modernist art from its
nineteenth century origins to its contemporary revisions.
Full Module Outline for Shock of the New

ENROLMENT LINK: Shock of the New at Birkbeck
At the very bottom of the page linked above you will see an Enrol Now button.

Salon d'Automne Exhibition, Paris, 1912

Study Trip to Naples
Taught in Naples by Kasia Murawska Muthesius over the week 13-17 May, with a pre-sessional meeting on 27 April.
Naples has been a vibrant cultural metropolis since the second millennium BCE, a major centre of Hellenistic culture,
Angevine Gothic, Spanish Baroque and French Rococo. This five-day trip focuses on the Early Modern era, when
Naples, ruled by the Spanish Habsburgs. It was then the largest city in Europe, with feverish building activities, a
booming art market, and a popular street theatre featuring Pulcinella. We will visit diverse city districts, churches,
palaces, convents, museums and cafés, including Certosa di San Martino, Pio Monte della Misericordia, Museo del
Capodimonote, Palazzo Reale and Museo Filangieri. The visit will focus on the formation of the Neapolitan Baroque
created in exchange between the foreigners: Caravaggio, Domenichino, Lanfranco and Jusepe de Ribera, and the local
artists, such as Salvator Rosa and Luca Giordano. Eighteenth century Naples under the Bourbons (Royal Palace in
Caserta and Teatro San Carlo), the nineteenth-century giant shopping arcade, as well as modern architecture in the
island of Capri (Casa Malaparte) will also form part of this visit.
Please note that the fee of Fees £775 covers tuition only, and that you are expected to make your own travel and
accommodation arrangements.

Full Module Outline for Study Trip to Naples

ENROLMENT LINK: Study Trip to Naples at Birkbeck
At the very bottom of the page linked above you will see an Enrol Now button.

Francesco Rosselli, Tavola Strozzi, View of the city of Naples in Italy from the sea, c. 1470, detail, © Museo Di San Martino

