
Glories of the Tuscan Trecento
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Siena is the most proud and majestic of Italy’s great mediaeval cities. Its ornate Gothic churches and palaces 
are the perfect pendant to Renaissance Florence, and beyond its mighty city walls lies a countryside that is the 
very essence of Tuscany. According to myth founded by Senius and Aschius, sons of Remus, Siena experienced 
a golden age in the Duecento and Trecento, covering roughly one hundred years from the victory over the 
rival Florentines in 1260 to the disastrous outbreak of the Black Death in 1348. Siena was never to fully 
recover from the epidemic’s aftermath, thus sinking into relative oblivion. As a result, it has preserved its intact 
mediaeval cityscape, created by merchants and bankers whose wealth was founded on the flourishing wool 
trade. In association with the London Art History Society, this Art Pursuits Abroad Study Tour is a treasure 
hunt across atmospheric squares and along narrow streets, to explore richly endowed museums and sumptuous 
historic buildings, to discover the monumental marble masterworks of Nicola and Giovanni Pisano, and study 
the graceful paintings of Duccio, Simone Martini and the Lorenzetti, among many others.

San Gimignano

NEW

Monteriggioni Castle Collegiata di Santa Maria Assunta Public Palace, Siena

To book call 01280 736 115 

In association with

          Exclusive to Members



To book call 01280 736 115 

£1,839 per person  
Double room for sole use supplement: £220
‘No flights’ price £1,659 per person  
Deposit £200

• Return flights with British Airways from London City
Airport to Florence

• Private coach transfers and excursions
• Five nights’ bed and breakfast in the 4* Hotel Palazzo Ravizza 

in Siena and 4* Hotel La Cisterna in San Gimignano
• Two dinners and one lunch
• Guided visits to sites and museums listed in the programme
• Services of the Lecturer and Tour Manager
• Detailed programme and study notes
• All entrance fees, taxes and gratuities for coach drivers

and waiters

Hotel Palazzo Ravizza, Siena
Hotel Palazzo Ravizza is enclosed by the city walls of Siena 
and located within walking distance from Piazza del Campo, 
overlooking the peaceful Sienese hills. The hotel features 
comfortable guest rooms with decor and period furniture 
that reflect the original features of the historic building. Each 
room is equipped with a telephone, safe, mini-bar, TV, air 
conditioning and tea and coffee making facilities. The hotel 
also features a reading room, sitting room, bar, lemon house 
and beautiful gardens to enjoy the surrounding scenery. 

Hotel La Cisterna, San Gimignano
Hotel La Cisterna is an elegant, 14th century building set in 
the picturesque heart of San Gimignano. Guest rooms are 
well equipped and feature air conditioning, complimentary 
Wi-Fi and a flat-screen satellite TV. Most rooms at La 
Cisterna offer views of the square or of the beautiful Tuscan 
countryside. A continental buffet breakfast is served daily and 
fine Tuscan cuisine is available in the Le Terrazze restaurant. 

Dr. John Renner studied in Oxford 
and London and, after a career in
journalism and broadcasting, took his 
PhD at The Courtauld, where he now teaches 
Italian art of the early Renaissance and late Middle Ages. His 
research focuses on the art of the mendicant orders of Italy, 
especially the Franciscans. He is an Associate Lecturer at The 
Courtauld Institute of Art and also a Visiting Lecturer at the 
V&A Museum.

Friday 7th -  Wednesday 12th May 2021
6 days

TOUR PRICES

TOUR DATES

WHAT IS INCLUDED

GUEST LECTURER
PROGRAMME Dr. John Renner

ACCOMMODATION

Day 1 
Morning flight from London City Airport with British Airways to Florence. 
Transfer by private coach to Monteriggioni, one of Tuscany’s finest walled 
mediaeval towns. Here we will stroll along the top of the castle walls, before 
continuing to Siena for an early evening arrival at our hotel. After some time to 
settle in we reconvene to enjoy a group dinner.

Day 2 
After breakfast we depart the hotel on foot to explore some of Siena’s many 
treasures. After taking in the grandeur of Piazza del Duomo and the exterior 
of the Cathedral, we will visit the Museo dell’Opera del Duomo, one of Italy’s 
oldest private museums. Its many wonders include Duccio’s Maestà 
masterpiece and a number of Giovanni Pisano’s great marble statues. We 
return to explore the cathedral itself. Inside, Nicola Pisano’s elaborately carved 
pulpit and the murals in the crypt, which was only discovered in 1999, make 
for fascinating study. The adjacent Piccolomini Library was frescoed by 
Pinturicchio, illustrating the life of Pope Pius II, Siena’s most famous son. In 
the substructure of the cathedral’s choir, the baptistry houses an early 15th 
century font, embellished with gilt bronze reliefs by Ghiberti and Donatello. 
We return to the hotel via the labyrinthine complex of the historic Ospedale 
di S. Maria della Scala with its Renaissance frescoes in the main ward and the 
remains of Jacopo della Quercia’s Fonte Gaia, originally made for Siena’s 
principal piazza. The evening is yours for independent exploration or some 
free time. 

Day 3 
A second day to explore the delights of Siena on foot. We begin at the Piazza 
del Campo, venue of the Palio horse race. The square is dominated by the 
Palazzo Pubblico, whose council halls were frescoed by the Lorenzetti, Simone 
Martini and others. We continue past elegant Sienese palaces to the church of 
San Francesco and the adjacent oratory of San Bernadino, both featuring 
precious works of art by Pietro and Ambrogio Lorenzetti, before returning to 
the hotel for a free evening.

Day 4 
A final morning in Siena provides time to explore the church of Sant’Agostino 
where we will take in Ambrogio Lorenzetti’s fabulous Maestà. The nearby 
Pinacoteca Nazionale, located in the handsome 14th century Palazzo 
Buonsignori, contains works by all of the leading Sienese artists. In the 
afternoon, we transfer to San Gimignano, our base for the final two nights of 
the tour. Some free time to settle in is followed by a late-afternoon walk. Our 
ultimate destination is the Rocca di Montestaffoli, the ruins of the town’s 14th 
century fortress, offering views across charming San Gimignano to the valley 
beyond. The evening is yours to spend at leisure.

Day 5 
After breakfast, we depart the hotel on foot to explore the delights of San 
Gimignano. We begin at the Palazzo Comunale, a centre of civic authority 
since the 13th century. Highlights include the magnificently frescoed Sala di 
Dante and an art gallery with works from the 13th to 15th centuries. Nearby, 
the Collegiata di Santa Maria Assunta is San Gimignano’s largest church and 
its spectacular 14th century fresco cycles are an unmissable sight. In the 
afternoon, we take in the treasures of two further churches; the Church of San 
Lorenzo in Ponte and the Church of Sant’ Agostino. The rest of the afternoon 
is free for independent exploration before we reconvene for a final farewell 
dinner.

Day 6 
After breakfast we check out of our hotel and transfer by coach to Florence, 
where there will be time to make one final visit. The tranquil Romanesque 
abbey church of San Miniato al Monte lies just outside the city walls and 
enjoys spectacular views across Florence. Continue to Firenze Peretola Airport 
for our flight home, landing in London City airport in the late afternoon.


