Art Pursuits Abroad

VillAs of the Veneto
Architecture and lifestyle in the age of Palladio
12 - 17 sePtember 2017 — 6 dAys —

sPeciAl Price for

the london Art history society members £ 1,500

lecturer: dr JoAchim struPP
Art Pursuits AbroAd is delighted to announce its first Study Tour
organised in association with The London Art History Society. Places
are strictly limited to 22 participants and exclusive booking is now open to
members of The London Art History Society. Details of the related Short
Course are in this mailing and on the website. Initially preference will be
given to members who have also booked the Short Course. Please contact
the Society’s Study Tour organiser, Michael Pearson, to register your interest
or request a booking form by writing to tours@londonarthistorysociety.
org.uk or to The London Art History Society, c/o Tudor Cottage, Stoke
Prior, Leominster, Herefordshire, HR6 0LG.
AndreA PAllAdio is one of the most influentiAl Architects
of All time. To a large extent, his enduring fame was the result of his
publication in 1570 of the Quattro Libri dell'Architettura which made his
designs available to architects all over the world. But it is his homeland, the
rich countryside surrounding Padua, Vicenza and Verona, where we can
admire his most famous buildings: the stately villas of the Veneto. From
the middle of the 14th century, wealthy Venetians and mainland aristocrats
alike wanted grand buildings from which to overlook and manage their
vast farmlands, whether in the river plains of the rivers Brenta, Adige or
Po, or in the hills between the Valpolicella, Bassano del Grappa or Asolo.
Since Petrarch's times, these country houses answered agricultural needs
and reflected social status, but they were also places of relaxation and
pleasurable pursuits, where their owners withdrew from the busy life in
town. All these aspects found perfect expression in Palladio's buildings.
Moreover, they were beautifully proportioned and drew on the prestigious
vocabulary of Classical architecture. This Art Pursuits Abroad Study
Tour will visit most of this architect's surviving villas and compare them
with their mediaeval precedents, contemporary designs by other architects,
and with 18th-century reinterpretations.

ProgrAmme
DAy 1 — Late morning flight with BA from London Gatwick to Venice. On
our way to Vicenza, we will stop at Palladio’s palatial Villa Foscari at Malcontenta,
towering above the Brenta canal and surrounding fields. From there continue to our
four-star hotel in Vicenza where all five nights of the tour will be spent. Dinner in a
good local restaurant nearby.
DAy 2 — In-depth exploration of Vicenza to admire Palladio’s handsome town
architecture, from the ingenious town hall, better known as the Basilica, to the fabulous
Teatro Olimpico, the first purpose-built civic theatre building since Antiquity. After
lunch, visit Palladio’s most iconic building, the Villa Rotonda with four identical
temple fronts. A short walk through enchanting countryside will take us to the nearby
17th-century Villa Valmarana ai Nani, frescoed in the 1750s by Giambattista Tiepolo
and his son Domenico. Independent evening meal in Vicenza.
DAy 3 — In the morning, coach excursion to Palladio’s unfinished Villa Thiene at
Quinto Vicentino, a fascinating architectural-historical puzzle. From there continue
toVilla Godi, Palladio’s earliest house in the country, austere on the outside, but
beautifully frescoed inside. Lunch in the villa’s portico will give us an opportunity to
enjoy another aspect of the good life of ‘villeggiatura’. Return to Vicenza for some free
time and an independent meal.
DAy 4 — Three grand villas situated to the south and southwest of Vicenza are
this day’s destinations: Palladio’s Villa Pisani at Bagnolo and Villa Poiana at Poiana
Maggiore embody the perfect symbiosis of farmstead and country palace, while the
nearby Rocca Pisana by Palladio’s Vincenzo Scamozzi, majestically placed on the top
of a hill, demonstrates Palladio’s influence on the next generation. Return to Vicenza
via the 18th-century Villa Cordellina with frescoes by Tiepolo. Independent meal.
DAy 5 — The 1550s were the period of Palladio’s greatest activity as a villa architect: enjoy
visits to the royal Villa Cornaro at Piombino Dese and Villa Barbaro at Maser, arguably
the most beautiful of them all, with its magnificent fresco cycle by Paolo Veronese.
Continue to the monumental Villa Emo at Fanzolo with its splendid fresco decoration
by Giambattista Zelotti. Final dinner in a good restaurant in the centre of Vicenza.
DAy 6 — By coach to the magnificent 18th-century Villa Pisani at Stra with its
charming garden follies and a fantastic trompe-l’oeil Tiepolo ceiling. After an early
lunch break continue to Venice airport for a mid-afternoon flight with British Airways
to London Gatwick, scheduled to land at c. 4.20pm.

PrActicAlities
Tour Price: £ 1,500 (deposit £ 200) –– double room for sole use supplement £ 270;
single room supplement £ 100 –– ‘No flights’ price £ 1,350
This includes: Scheduled return flights (economy class) with British Airways between
London Gatwick and Venice Marco Polo –– transfers and excursions by private coach
–– accommodation and meals as described below –– services of the lecturer and a tour
manager –– guided visits (some by appointment) to villas and gardens of the Veneto –– all
entrance fees, taxes, and gratuities for coach drivers and waiters.
AccommodAtion: Five nights bed & breakfast in the friendly, family-run four-star Hotel
Campo Marzio (hotelcampomarzio.com) –– centrally located just outside the mediaeval
town walls of Vicenza –– rooms have recently been refurbished to a very high standard
–– MeAls: Two dinners and one lunch. For independent meals, your tour manager will
be happy to make suggestions.
StAminA: This tour involves a fair amount of walking, sometimes on uneven ground up
and down gentle hills and steps, though distances are short. Visits to the villas require a lot
of standing. Coach journeys generally don’t exceed one hour.
SmAll grouP: Between 12 and 22 participants. In the event that The London Art
History Society members do not fill the tour, booking will be opened to all Art Pursuits
Abroad clients in due course.

