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Bauhaus, Dessau 

 

In the last few years The London Art History Society has 
joined forces with Real Holidays in order to offer study tours 
to continental Europe. We propose to continue to develop 
this relationship, and for the 2019 autumn tour we intend 
taking The London Art History Society to Germany on 
Wednesday 11th September to Monday 16th September 2019. 
Our lecturer will be Tom Abbott, leader of the Society's 
visits to Berlin in 2012, to Vienna in 2014 and to Munich in 
2017 where he demonstrated his passion for art and 
architecture from the Baroque to the present day. Born in 
the United States, he graduated in Psychology and Art 
History from Minnesota and continued his studies at the 
Louvre School of Art History in Paris. He has devised and led 
many cultural tours in central Europe for the leading art 
history travel companies. 

The Bauhaus was founded as an art school in 1919, so we are 
visiting in the centenary year. The Bauhaus opened in 
Weimar, the heart of the post-war German republic, and 
moved to Dessau in 1925, then to Berlin in 1932. It was 
closed by the Gestapo in 1933. Our tour will follow this route 
and take the opportunity to visit nearby centres of 
importance to German post-war art movements. 

Our visit under the guidance of Tom Abbott gives the 
opportunity for a short but intense exploration of the 
Bauhaus, its history and culture. We are preparing an 
ambitious and interesting tour, including the option of 
direct travel by BA leaving Heathrow mid-morning to arrive 

at Berlin Tegel airport shortly after lunch, a 4* hotel in 
Weimar and a top end of 3* hotel in Wittenberg on a bed 
and breakfast basis and dinner at selected restaurants on 
three evenings. No suitable hotel was available in Dessau, 
our second intensive visit, but the proximity of Wittenberg 
gives our group the opportunity to see briefly this 
interesting town. 

All applicants and friends who travel with them must be 
current members of The London Art History Society at the 
time of the trip. 

 

 

Preliminary Itinerary 

There is far more to Bauhaus than the ubiquitous image of 
the Bauhaus school building of which many of us may be 
aware. It is a broad movement of experimentation in 
disciplines including architecture, ceramics, metalwork, 
textiles, sculpture, stained glass, photography and print 
and typography. We shall see some of the buildings created 
by this movement but our focus will be the broad range of 
Art History, in visiting the museums dedicated to Bauhaus, 
we shall attempt to review this variety of media and 
encounter some remarkable artists in that process, some 
well-known and others less so. 

The first day of our study tour, Wednesday 11th September 
2019 is entirely of the journey: BA from Heathrow 10:50LHR 
13:40TXL where onward travel will be by touring coach 
direct to our hotel in Weimar, a journey of about three 
hours. We shall be based for three nights in Weimar and 
then move north for two nights in Wittenberg. Whilst in 
Weimar, we shall visit the Bauhaus Museum Weimar; Henry 
van de Velde Houses; Georg Muche’s Haus am Horn, widely 
recognised as the prototype of modern living; 
Gunzenhauser Museum (Expressionist paintings) in 
Chemnitz; Walter Gropius’s Bauhaus Building (1926), The 
Meister Hauses, Törten Settlement and the New Bauhaus 
Museum in Dessau, which is currently on programme to 
open the week that we arrive; finally on towards Berlin via 
Zehlendorf for Onkel Tom’s Hutte Housing Settlement by 
Gropius and Bruno Traut; and in Berlin the Käthe Kollwitz 
house and the Haus am Rupenhorn. Finally, to Berlin airport 
on Monday 16th September BA 20:55TXL 21:50LHR. 

This is an ambitious itinerary and the details have yet to be 
worked out. There are a number of other venues of interest 
in the localities including private houses which will be 
considered when the final details are worked out. Bauhaus 
is inevitably a popular subject in 2019 which explains why 
the hotels in Dessau are already fully booked in September. 
However, the final programme will be very full and of great 
interest. If some visits prove impossible, the time will be 
suitably filled. We have not included any free time in the 
programme but participants are free to use their time 
independently should they so wish. 
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Practical Details and Booking Arrangements  

Once in the region we will stay for three nights at the 
Elephant in Weimar. Full details can be found on its website 
www.hotelelephantweimar.de. We shall move to the 
Luther-hotel Wittenberg for our final two nights: its website 
is www.luther-hotel-wittenberg.de. We propose to reserve 
a number of seats on the BA flights to and from Berlin 
10:50LHR 13:40TXL and 20:55TXL 21:50LHR. There is 
however a choice of travel options: 

� Travel to and from Berlin on scheduled British 
Airways flights, or 
� Travel by train and meet the main party at the airport 
in Berlin or the hotel in Weimar (see below), or 
� Make your own arrangements and meet the main 
party at the airport or hotel 

 
Herbert Bayer and Walter Gropius, eds., Staatliches Bauhaus in Weimar 1919-1923. 

Weimar: Bauhaus, 1923  

The total cost including travel will be £1,590 per person 
(£1,405 if making your own travel arrangements), which 
includes flights, hotel accommodation, breakfasts, 
admission charges, dinner on three occasions, along with 
wine, water and coffee, tips for drivers and restaurant staff, 
and the services of the lecturer. It is calculated on the basis 
of shared twin rooms and does not include lunches or 
dinner on one evening. There is a proposal to have lunch 
one day in a Bauhaus café, quite a special opportunity and 
should this be arranged, the cost will be shared. There are a 
few single rooms available, however the net additional 
prices quoted by the hotels give rise to a supplement of 
£300. 

The Tour has been planned on the basis of 15 participants 
and the prices have been calculated on a non-profit basis in 
accordance with the Society's normal policy for foreign 
tours. This does enable us to provide an extremely 
attractive package with the best of hotels and guides. If 
there is sufficient interest, a maximum of 18 participants 
may be considered but this will be dependent upon the 
availability of hotel rooms. As on all recent study tours, it is 
essential to ensure that the Society does not incur a loss 
and there may be minor adjustments to costs if so required 

- the tour would still be terrific value and have the bonus of 
being a very personal weekend. If fewer than 15 people 
apply, we anticipate a premium of £100 per person 
assuming 13 in the group. 

Travel locally in the towns will either be on foot or by 
bus/Metro/taxi. We hope participants will share taxi costs 
and have not budgeted for providing local transport, nor 
taxis. 

NB To avoid fixing the cost at too discouraging a level no 
allowance has been made for a deterioration in the value of 
sterling against the euro. We therefore reserve the right to 
make a surcharge of not more than £100, to cover extra 
costs caused by a fall in the exchange rate. The exchange 
rate used for these costings was £1 = 1.10 euros. We work 
hard to keep costs within the stated package costs but in 
the unlikely event that there should be any need to cover 
shortfalls, participants will be asked to contribute. 

The above costs also include the services of a travel agent – 
Real Holidays – who provide professional booking services 
and ATOL/ABTA cover. All travel and accommodation 
(flights, coach and hotels) have been arranged by Real 
Holidays, who will accordingly handle the financial side of 
the trip.  

Independent train travel (train tickets cannot normally be 
purchased more than 90 days prior to departure). If you 
require Real Holidays to assist you with booking your train 
tickets please contact Sophie Garland at Real Holidays 0207 
3593938 at least 90 days before departure. (Please note:- 
travelling by train is unlikely to be cheaper than travelling by 
air and The London Art History Society will not be involved 
in these arrangements). Please state this at the time of 
booking on the booking form and tick the box as an 
independent traveller. You may decide that it would be 
preferable to travel direct to Weimar if this is your chosen 
means of transport. 

Your attention is drawn to the booking conditions issued by 
Real Holidays and available for inspection on its website 
www.realholidays.co.uk/about-us/about-real-
holidays/travel-agency-booking-conditions. It is essential 
that you take out travel insurance cover, and you should 
also obtain the European Health Insurance Card (which 
replaced the form E111) from a Post Office. Note that the 
EHIC is only valid for five years; please ensure that your card 
will be valid during the period of our tour. We do not know 
how Brexit will affect the validity of EHIC cards. Your travel 
insurance must be adequate should EHIC cards no longer 
have any validity. 

 
Karl Peter Röhl, first Bauhaus logo, 1919 

 

http://www.luther-hotel-wittenberg.de/
http://www.realholidays.co.uk/about-us/about-real-holidays/travel-agency-booking-conditions
http://www.realholidays.co.uk/about-us/about-real-holidays/travel-agency-booking-conditions
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Bookings can only be accepted if accompanied by a deposit 
of £400 per person, made payable to Real Holidays. As 
previously noted, all applicants and friends who travel with 
them must be current members of The London Art History 
Society at the time of the trip.  

The itinerary and locations are subject to unpredictable 
circumstances. We are intending to visit some houses and 
other properties in private ownership. This may prove 
impossible on occasion. We shall try to work around these 
little problems but ask for your understanding should they 
occur. We would like to emphasise the fact that these 
cultural tours are organised for the benefit of members by 
an enthusiastic volunteer; they are not commercial 
operations and we will not be accompanied by a tour 
manager for the duration of our tour. We rely on 
participants to be self-reliant and independent. Participants 
who feel that they may need help should make 
arrangements for a companion to accompany them who is 
prepared to give them assistance. All tours involve a 
significant amount of standing around in museums or 
walking, uneven cobbled streets (possibly in Wittenberg). 
Participants on all tours should be able to walk at a 
reasonable pace and/or stand for at least thirty minutes 
without aid or requiring a rest. If you or any member of your 
party has any medical condition you are expected to know 
the limit of your abilities and be sensible. Where 
appropriate, you should consider using taxis or other 
independent transport. 

 

 
Bauhaus: zeitschrift für gestaltung. No. 3, December 1931 

 

 
 

 
 

Herbert Bayer, Walter Gropius and Ilse Gropius, eds., Bauhaus 1919-1928. Exhibition 
catalogue. New York: Museum of Modern Art, 1938 

 
 
 
 
 

To apply 

Preliminary details are included with this mailing - to 
express interest please contact Michael Pearson, The 
London Art History Society Study Tour Organiser, by email 
tours@londonarthistorysociety.org.uk or telephone 01799 
521290. Please complete the booking form and send with a 
cheque made out to Real Holidays to The Tour Organiser, 
The London Art History Society, c/o Tudor Cottage, Stoke 
Prior, Leominster, Herefordshire, HR6 0LG. Please mark 
your envelope ‘Bauhaus Tour’ at the top left-hand edge. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


