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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT  

 

INTRODUCTION  

Events this year were all delivered by Zoom. Congratulations are due to the event organisers 
for so quickly learning how to use this new form of delivery and to Judith Burt, our secretarial 

assistant, for the efficient and calm way she has been the coordinator for our Zoom events, 

sending links and running the sessions. The Members repaid our efforts by giving us very 
positive feedback on the programme we put on. Initially we ran three-part series as a 

replacement for both courses and study days but as we gained in confidence we reverted to 

the normal format of five-session courses and study days of four sessions which we usually 

ran over two consecutive days rather than all on one day. The Lecture programme, which 
along with the Review is one of the benefits included in the Membership subscription, was 

expanded and spearheaded our Zoom delivery.  

As we had such a strong response to our online events and had no limit on numbers 

attending we have made more profit than usual this year. Rather than distribute most of our 

profit in donations as we usually do we are retaining a portion in order to postpone raising 

charges for events although room hire and lecturer fees have risen.   

As always thanks are due to the volunteers who enable all we do. They are the reason why 

the Society is able to provide such very high-quality offerings at such an affordable price.  

 

LECTURES  

All lectures during the 2020-21 academic year were delivered via Zoom and members had a 

choice of nine lectures. More than half of members attended at least one lecture. The lectures 

included Dr Niccola Shearman introducing German Expressionism, Dr Ursula Weekes on 
artistic exchange between continents in the Renaissance, Dr Jacqueline Cockburn on Picasso’s 

Guernica, Professor Sandy Hislop on two Romanesque ivory crosses, Patrick Bade on John 

Singer Sargent’s portraits, Dr Toby Huitson on the use of light in ecclesiastic  upper spaces in 

the Middle Ages, Dr Kate Aspinal on David Bomberg, Professor Kate Retford on eighteenth-
century print rooms and Dr Lloyd de Beer on curating the Thomas Becket exhibition at the 

British Museum.  

 

COURSES, SEMINARS AND SERIES 

In September the remaining three lectures of Ursula Weekes’ Personal Possessions of the 

Mughal Emperors and the Decorative Arts in Mughal India in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth 
Centuries were delivered online after Covid lockdown interrupted their original in-person 

delivery in March 2020. 

During the Spring term of 2021 three courses took place. Firstly Ben Street lectured on 

Abstract Expressionism. This was succeeded by Geoff Nuttall’s very well attended Lucca and 

the Art of Luxury, which is to be followed by a Study Tour in June 2022. The final course of 

the term was entitled Representing the City: Victorian London with lecturer Jo Rhymer. 

This year we ran the Summer Series which was originally intended for 2020. Led by Clare 

Ford-Wille, it consisted of six days looking at Themes and Variations in Christian Art, starting 
with the Visitation/Annunciation and finishing with the Last Judgement.  

 

STUDY DAYS, VISITS AND WALKS  

Autumn term 2020 began with Ben Street on Being Modern in America followed by Fauvism 

led by Jacqueline Cockburn. In 2021 we began with Alberti – Beyond Architecture led by 

Andrew Spira, followed by Medieval Travel with Jessica Barker. The summer term brought 
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Like Minded Souls: the De Morgans and Mackintosh/Macdonald with Anne Anderson and 
Bacon and Freud led by Ben Street. Walks and visits will recommence in the spring term 

2022. 

 

REVIEW  

The London Art History Society Review, as with so many of our Society’s activities, was 

affected by the coronavirus pandemic and lockdown restrictions, but despite that a full issue 
was produced. A couple of articles were linked to forthcoming exhibitions which then didn’t 

happen: one to mark the five-hundredth anniversary of the death of Raphael by Matthias 

Wivel from the National Gallery; and another on Angelica Kauffman by Kate Retford from 
Birkbeck. Another important art anniversary recognised was the two-hundredth anniversary 

of the birth of John Tenniel, the illustrator of Lewis Carroll’s Alice in Wonderland.  Other 

articles were on the ethical issues of ownership of antiquities, the early formative work of 
sculptor Henry Moore, and the German Expressionist sculptor Ernst Barlach. The joint winners 

of the latest London Art History Society Prize for Best Modern Period Masters Dissertation 

wrote articles on their research: Adam Coleman on the post-war town planning of Andover in 
Hampshire; and Christie Johnson on the work of Chilean performance artist Carlos Leppe. 

 

DONATIONS  

In 2020-2021 we gave donations to the following recipients: £2,000 to The Queen Elizabeth 

Scholarship Trust to help fund the fees of a student studying Picture Conservation; £2,000 to 
the Birkbeck Department of Art Research Fund to support MA students’ research projects; 

£6,000 to The Courtauld Student Hardship Fund to help Picture Conservation students to 

continue their studies; and £2,000 to The Wallace Collection to facilitate technical research on 
objects in their collection.  

 

Sue Anstruther, Chairman  
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STATEMENT OF COMMITTEE RESPONSIBILITIES FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30th June 

2021  

 

The Committee is responsible for maintaining proper accounting records that disclose with 

reasonable accuracy at any time the financial position of the Society. They are also 
responsible for safeguarding the assets of the Society and hence for taking reasonable steps 

for the prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities. 

 

The Committee is also required to prepare financial statements for each financial year in 

accordance with the accounting records. In preparing those financial statements, the 

Committee is required to: 

- select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently; 

- make judgments and estimates that are reasonable and prudent; 

- state whether applicable accounting standards and statements of recommended 
practice have been followed, subject to any departures disclosed and explained in the 

financial statements; 

- prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate 

to presume that the society will continue in business. 

 

 

 

 

Chairman ………………………..…………………………………………… Susan Anstruther  

 

Treasurer……………………………………………………………………..… John Dunlop 
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INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT 

 

 

   

For the year ended 30th June 2021  2021  2020 

  £  £ 

Income 

 

    

Members’ Subscriptions  12703  12,247 

Guest Fees  0  0 

Interest Received  4  96 
Other Income  0  0 

                                                                        

Sub-total Ordinary Income 

  

12,707 

  

12,343 

 
Net Receipts for Paid-for events (note 1) 

      

    

     Paid-for Events  35,022  4,976 

     Study Tours (note 2)  0  2,706 

                                                                        
Total Income 

  
47,729 

  
20,025 

     

Expenditure 
 

    

Cost of Lectures  1,800  4,438 

Mailings Design, Printing and Postage  1,437  2,402 
Sundry Administration Costs   1,849  1,483 

Review Design and Printing  3,776  3,681 

                                                               

Sub-total Ordinary Expenditure 

  

8,862 

  

12,004 
Overhead costs related to Paid-for Events       9,461  3,231 

                                                                        

Total Normal Expenditure 

  

18,323 

  

15,235 
     

Net surplus for the year before 

extraordinary items 

 29,406  4,790 

    Donations Received (note 4) 

    Donations Made (note 5) 

 0 

(15,000) 

 514 

(4,700) 

         

     
Net surplus for the year after 

Extraordinary Items 

 14,406  604 
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BALANCE SHEET as at 30th June 2021 

  2021  2020 

                                                        £  £ 

Current 

Assets 
    

     

 Credit Note Conway Hall 395   

 Prepayment of Study Event 

Costs 

4,682  5,576 

 Prepayments of Tour Costs 0   

 Unity Trust Bank Current 

Account 

22,812  2,800 

 Unity Trust Bank Deposit 

Account 

18,071  21,071 

 Unity Trust Select Account 5,220  140 

 PayPal 

GoCardless 

2,343 

0 

 495 

0 

 Cash Sterling 0  0 

                                  

Subtotal 

53,523  30,082 

Current 

Liabilities 
    

 Creditors (note 6) (9,000)  (2,900) 

 Deposits Received for Events (14,371)  (10,536) 

 Deposits received for Tours   0 

     

 Net Assets 30,152  16,646 

Financed 

By 
    

 Income and Expenditure 

Account Balance at start 

16,646  15,838 

 Prior Year Adjustments  

(note 7) 

(901)  204 

 Surplus/(Deficit) for the Year 14,406  604 

     

Funds Balance carried forward 30,152 

 

 16,646 
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ANALYSIS OF ACTIVITIES   2021 2020 

£ Receipts Payments Net Income Net Income 

Paid-for Events     

Study Days and Visits 20,644 (6,250) 14,394 852 

Courses, etc. 25,272 (4,644) 20,628 4,124 

Tours    2,706 

Paid-for Events  45,916 (10,894) 35,022 7,682 

Paid-for Event Administration 

and Bank Charges 

  (9,461) (3,231) 

Paid-for Events Sub Total   25,561 4,451 

 

 

 

 

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2021 

Accounting convention 

The financial statements are prepared under the historical cost convention. Income is brought 

into the accounts only when banked. Goods and services donated to the Society are not 

recorded in these accounts. Administrative Expenditure Paid-for by the Society’s officers is 

reimbursed from the Society’s bank account. 

Notes 

1. Event Income. Paid-for events are managed through WebCollect with members 
paying using cheque, bank transfer, direct debit or PayPal. 

2. Tours are now organised using a Travel Agent to provide ABTA and ATOL cover. The 

agent collects payments and remits the balance after their charges. The Society pays 
for lecturer fees, food and other expenses and any surplus goes to Society funds.  

3. Event Administration Costs include amounts paid to our secretarial assistant to 

manage event information and bookings. 

4. Donations were received from members who waived refunds on cancelled events 

5. Donations were made to Quest (£2,000) and to Birkbeck University Department of 

History of Art (£5,000), Courtauld University (£6,000) and the Wallace Collection 

(£2,000) 

6. Creditors. The payment due to the Independent Reviewer (£200), Other expenses 

(£380.19) and the payment of the donations agreed but yet to be paid (£9,000) 

7. Prior Year Adjustments were made to allow for refund cheques which were not 

cashed by members (£338); a payment to Samaritans which related to an event in 

2019-20 (-£320); and an overstatement of unbanked income in 2019-20 (-£919).
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INDEPENDENT REVIEWER’S REPORT TO THE MEMBERS OF THE LONDON ART 

HISTORY SOCIETY  

 

We report on the financial statements of The London Art History Society on pages 4 to 6 for 

the year ended 30 June 2021. 

 

Basis of report 

Our examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by The London Art History 
Society and a comparison of the accounts presented with those records.  The procedures 

undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit and 

consequently no opinion is given as to whether the accounts present a “true and fair view” 

and the report is limited to those matters set out in the statement below. 

 

Independent Examiner’s Statement 

In connection with my examination, no matter has come to our attention; 

 

i. (i) Which gives us reasonable cause to believe that proper accounting records have 
not been kept and that the accounts have not been prepared in accordance with 

the accounting records. 

 

i. (ii) To which, in our opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper 

understanding of the accounts to be reached. 

 

 

 

 

 

Independent Reviewer…………………………………. G Dolphin FCCA 

On Behalf of GHD Finance Ltd 

8 Huxtable Rise, Harley Goodacre, Worcester WR4 0NX 

 

 

 


